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RAHWAY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
CAUCUS MEETING AGENDA 

 
RAHWAY 7TH & 8TH GRADE ACADEMY 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2023 – 6:00 P.M. 
 

 
      I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 
 
     II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
 
 
    III. ROLL CALL 
  Ms. Allen 
  Mr. Antisz 
  Mr. Garay 
  Mrs. Giacobbe 
  Ms. Moteiro 
  Mrs. Raysick 
  Mr. Toma 
  Mr. White 
  Mr. Robson  
 

    IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Any discussion held by the Board which need not remain confidential will be made public as 
soon as practicable. Minutes of the private session will not be disclosed until the need for 
confidentiality no longer exists. The Board will reconvene in public session at the conclusion of 
the closed session. 

    

 Employee #4553 

 Employee #6532 
    
     V. RECONVENING ROLL CALL: 
 
 

 
 
    VI. STATEMENT ON OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 

Public notice of this meeting, in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, was given by 
the Board Secretary on January 25, 2023, by sending notices to the Home News Tribune, The 
Union County LocalSource, TAP Into, the City Clerk of Rahway, the Rahway Public Library, and 
by posting the notices on the Bulletin Board outside the Board of Education office on the 
second floor of the 7th and 8th Grade Academy.  
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VII. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS: 

 

 

    VIII. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT   
 
 1.  Education Showcase: Roosevelt School 
 2.  Pomptonian Food Service Presentation 
  
  

 IX. CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION 
 
 
 

    X. PUBLIC COMMENTS (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)  

Note on public comment at BOE meetings: Board Policy #1120, adopted on December 20, 2016, 
provides for public participation in Board of Education meetings. Such participation is governed 
by the following rules: 
 
1. A participant must be recognized by the presiding officer and must preface comments by an 

announcement of his/her name, address, and group affiliation, if applicable; 
2. According to BOE policy, each statement made by a participant shall be limited to three 

minutes duration. If necessary, the presiding officer may extend the limit to five minutes; 
3. No participant may speak more than once on the same topic until all others who wish to 

speak on that topic have been heard; 
4. All statements, questions, or inquiries shall be directed to the presiding officer and any 

questions or inquiries directed by a participant to another Board member shall be redirected 
to the presiding officer who shall determine if such statement, question, or inquiry shall be 
addressed by the presiding officer on behalf of the Board; 

5. The Board will not receive printed materials from the public during public meetings. The 
public may submit printed materials by addressing them to the Board Secretary, Rahway 
Board of Education, PO Box 1024, Rahway, NJ 07065; 

6. Public participation at board meetings is intended to allow individual members of the public 
to address the Board on issues of public concern.  The public comment period is an 
opportunity for the Board to listen to citizen concerns, but not to debate issues or enter into 
a question-and-answer session or a “cross examination” between the public and individual 
members.  While all comments made by the public will be taken under advisement, the 
Board will not respond to comments made by the public. 
 
 

 XI. MINUTES 

  Motion to approve of the following minutes: 

  September 12, 2023      Caucus Meeting and private session 
  September 19, 2023    Regular Meeting and private session 
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 XII.  COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

Chair – Najah Allen 
Members – Carlos Garay, Timothy Antisz, Alt.: Joseph Toma 

 
1.     Leaders in Training will conduct the following sessions for the month of October: financial 

literacy, diverse currency and volunteerism. Residents 14-18 can attend free of charge. Register 
at register.communitypass.net/rahway or just drop in.  

 
2.    Halloween 2023! The Halloween parade and Spooktacular is on October 28th 2-5pm. The event 

will start at Hamilton Stage and end at the train station.  
 
 
XIII.       PERSONNEL 
 Chair – Shanna Raysick 
 Members – Najah Allen, Laura Giacobbe, Alt.: Sean White 
  

The Superintendent recommends: 
  

RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENTS: 

 
1. Motion to accept the resignation of Craig Ludington, Common Area Paraprofessional, effective 

September 24, 2023. 

 
2. Motion to accept the resignation of David Formoso, High School Spanish Teacher, effective 

October 24, 2023. 

 
LEAVES OF ABSENCE: 

 
3. Motion to approve a pregnancy leave of absence for Employee #5362, Roosevelt School, for the 

approximate period beginning February 10, 2024, at which time the employee may be entitled 
to use accumulated sick leave during the disability period as defined by the attending physician, 
to be followed by an unpaid leave of absence in accordance with NJFLA, through June 30, 2024. 

 
4. Motion to approve a pregnancy leave of absence for Employee #4850, Grover Cleveland School, 

for the approximate period beginning February 7, 2024, at which time the employee may be 
entitled to use accumulated sick leave during the disability period as defined by the attending 
physician, to be followed by an unpaid leave of absence in accordance with NJFLA, through June 
30, 2024. 

 
5. Motion to approve a paid administrative leave for Employee #4553, pending investigation. 

 
APPOINTMENTS: 

 
6. Motion to appoint Angelina Matos as a Part-time Paraprofessional assigned to Roosevelt School, 

special education class, effective November 1, 2023, or sooner, for the 2023-2024 school year, 
Step 1 of the Non-Degree Paraprofessional Salary Guide, 5.75 hours per day as the hourly rate of 
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$15.11, pending the successful completion of pre-employment requirements. (Replaces M. 
Torres Rosado) 

 
7. Motion to appoint Daniel Williams as a Part-time Paraprofessional assigned to Grover Cleveland 

School, special education class, effective November 1, 2023, or sooner, for the 2023-2024 school 
year, Step 1 of the Non-Degree Paraprofessional Salary Guide, 5.75 hours per day as the hourly 
rate of $15.11, pending the successful completion of pre-employment requirements. (Replaces 
D. Haywood) 

 
8. Motion to appoint Cathleen Kozick as the Transportation Specialist, Non-Bargaining, effective 

November 1, 2023, or sooner, for the 2023-2024 school year, at the annual salary of $66,000.00, 
prorated.  (New position) 

 
OTHER PERSONNEL: 

 
9. Motion to amend the District Manager of Safety and Security job description. 

 
10. Motion to approve 6th period compensation for the following high school teachers to cover for 

Employee #6367 for the period beginning October 24, 2023, until such time as a replacement is 
hired.  

 
 Carmen Sierra 
 Selena Miserentino 
 Erika Martinez 
 Susana Monteiro 

 
11. Motion to appoint the following staff to provide after school credit recovery/tutorial services to 

identified Alternative Education Students during the period October 2023 through May 2024, 
two days per week, at the negotiated hourly rate depending on associated bargaining unit; 
funded through Title I: 

 
Margel, Mary, Teacher 
Cummings, Nia, Teacher 
Sierra, Carmen, Teacher 
Moskal, Ralph, Teacher 
Lubreski, Jeff, Teacher 
O'Riordan, Sean, Teacher 
Smorol, Robert, Teacher 
Tenpenny, Kevin, Teacher 
Campbell, Donna, Teacher 
McEvoy, Christine, Teacher 
Lewis, Thomas, Administrator  
Mannix, Joann, Administrator 

  
12. Motion to appoint the following Athletic Coaches for the 2023-2024 Sport Season: 

 
Boys Basketball  
Eric Podell - Head Coach - Step 3 - $9879. 
Ryan VanVliet - Assistant - Step 3 - $8467. 
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Girls Basketball  
Jorge Gutierriez - Head Coach - Step 3 - $9879. 
Matthew Florio - Assistant - Step 3 - $8467 
Travis Flowers - Academy - Step 3 - $5645. 
  
Wrestling  
Daniel Garay - Head Coach- Step 3 - $9879. 
Brian Russo - Assistant - Step 3 - $8467. 
Fred Stueber - Assistant - Step 3 = $8467. 
  
Cheerleading - Step 3 
Ashley Medeiros - Head - Step 3 - $8467. 
Shantise Brownridge - Assistant - Step 3 - $5645. 
  
Bowling  
Darius Singetary - Head Coach - Step 3 - $5645. 
  
Track  
Leon Bunion - Head Coach – Boys - Step 3 - $8467. 
Lashelle Bunion -Assistant - Step 3 - $7056. 
Danny Johnson -Assistant - Step 3 - $7056. 
Mahdi Sumter - Assistant - Step 3 - $7056. 
Nii Amon Nikoi --- Assistant - Step 2 - $6411. 

 
13. Motion to appoint Brad Edwards to the Athletic Extra Service position of Spring 2024 Weight Training at 

the negotiated stipend of $1,693.00. 

14. Motion to add the following names to the 2023-2024 Substitute Teacher List pending the successful 
completion of pre-employment requirements: 

Justine Fruzzetti 
Decreste Auguste 
Erin Weems 
Amy Soriano  
Alexis Peterson 

 
15. Motion to revise the Extra Service stipend previously approved for the following: 
 
 Kaitlyn Farrell Madison School Drama Coach From $439.  To $878. 
 Maureen Dalessio Madison School Drama Coach From $439. To $878. 
 
16. Motion to appoint the following staff to Extra Service position for the 2023-2024 school year: 
 
 Carmen Sierra High School Seekers Club Monitor (hourly rate - up to 10 hrs.) 
  
17. Motion to appoint the following staff to Supplemental Employment opportunities as follows; paid through 

SIA Grant:  (Madison School) 

Peer Teacher Learning Communities (up to 36 hours in the aggregate): 

Sharmaine Bunion 
Kenneth Betros 
Tabitha Gansler 
Taylor Ruffino 
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Peer Teacher Learning Communities - Fundations & Orton Gillingham Support (up to 67 hours in the 
aggregate): 

Tiffany Variello 
Jessica Geter 
Cynthia Cariello 
Amy Kass 
 
Enrichment Program (up to 39 hours in the aggregate): 

Tiffany Variello 
Jessica Geter 
Veronica Pereira 
Anissa Strong 
 
Enrichment Program - Language Arts/Mathematics (up to 120 hours in the aggregate): 
Jessica Geter 
Taylor Ruffino 
Justine Johnson 
Anissa Strong 
 
Referral Data Entry Support (up to 10 hours in the aggregate): 
Maryellen Palermo 
 
PBSIS/Mustang P.R.I.D.E. Advisor: 
Lauren Reeves - $878 

 
Data and Enrichment Advisor: 
Anissa Strong - $878 

 
Student/Family Engagement Advisor - Academic: 
Tiffany Variello - $439 
Jessica Geter - $439 

 
Student/Family Engagement Advisor - Social Skills: 
Maryellen Palermo - $439 
Markindy Saint Cyr - $439 

 

XIV. EDUCATION/CURRICULUM 
   Chair – Joseph Toma 

Members –Shanna Raysick, Najah Allen, Alt.: Jennifer Moteiro 
 

The Superintendent recommends: 
 

1. Motion to rescind the Agreement with Delta-T to provide a 1:1 instructional aide for student 
#20180001773 at Brownstone School, effective September 21, 2023 for the 2023-2024 school 
year. 
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2. Motion to approve Settlement Agreement for transportation between the Rahway Board of 
Education and parent of Special Education Student (#19098) for the 2023-2024 school year, to 
begin retroactively on September 5, 2023. 
 

3. Motion to enter into an Agreement with Starlight Homecare Agency, Inc. d/b/a Star Pediatric 
Home Care Agency to provide “in-school” individual nursing services to student (#22160) at 
Madison Elementary School for the 2023-2024 school year effective September 2, 2023 through 
June 30, 2024, for up to 6.5 hours per day, at a rate of $62.00 per hour for Registered nurse and 
$52.99 per hour for Licensed Practical nurse services. 
 

4. Motion to approve the placement of Student #1274159774 at The Deron School of NJ, Union, 
for the 2023-2024 school year with a tuition rate of $66,816.80, prorated to the effective date of 
September 21, 2023, plus an estimated transportation cost of $76.45 per day. 
 

5. Motion to approve the contract with the NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired to 
provide Level 1 Service to student (#20180001534) at the annual rate of $2,200.00 during the 
2023-2024 school year. 
 

6. Motion to approve overnight trip for a student chosen to participate in NJ All State Jazz Choir 
rehearsal and performances, located at the Claridge Hotel, Atlantic City, NJ from November 7, 
2023 through November 9, 2023, at a cost to the Board in the amount of $475 for lodging. 
 

7. Motion to partner with the Division of Children and Youth Services (DCYS) in their community-
based drop-in centers and school-based services for resident students in grades 6-12, as well as 
two (2) staff professional development workshops at no cost to the Board. 
 

8. Motion to terminate the placement of special education student #21203 at ECLC of New Jersey, 
effective immediately, for the 2023-24 school year. 
 

9. Motion to approve the following fundraiser activities, no door-to-door selling: 
 
High School 
Class of 2025 Halloween Candy Gram Fundraiser from October 26, 2023 through October 31, 
2023. Proceeds to be used towards the Class of 2025. 
 
Academy 
National Junior Honor Society Double Good Popcorn Fundraiser from November 28, 2023 
through December 2, 2023. Proceeds to be used towards paying national dues and required 
materials. 
 
PBSIS Masquerade Dance ticket and mask sales from October 19, 2023 through October 26, 
2023. Proceeds to be used towards PBSIS programs and events. 
 
Grover Cleveland School: 
PTA to sell refreshments at their Hispanic Heritage event on October 3, 2023; proceeds to be 
used for student activities. 
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School-wide sale of school spirit wear during the 2023-2024 school year; proceeds to be used for 
student activities. 
 
School-wide participation in selected restaurant night during the 2023-2024 school year 
whereby the school will receive a percentage of sale receipts; proceeds to be used for student 
activities. 
 
School-wide participation in Wine & Design Paint Nights during the 2023-2024 school year; 
proceeds to be used for student activities. 
 
Franklin School 
PTA School Spirit Apparel Sale from October 4, 2023 through June 30, 2024. Proceeds to be used 
towards student activities. 
 
Roosevelt School 
Safety Patrols to take orders for Double Good Popcorn from January 15 – 26, 2024; proceeds to 
be used to support safety patrol activities. 

 
 
 
XV.  POLICY 

Chair – Sean White 

Interim Chair – Joseph Toma 

Members –Joseph Toma, Jennifer Moteiro, Alt.: Shanna Raysick 

 

The Superintendent recommends: 

1.  Motion to adopt on Second Reading revisions to the following Policies: 

 Policy 7510 Usage of School Facilities  

 Regulation 7510 Usage of School Facilities 

 Policy 7520 Loan of School Equipment 

 Regulation 2431.4- Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related Concussions and Head 
Injuries 

 Policy 2431.4- Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related Concussions and Head 
Injuries 

 Policy 7434 Smoking on School Buildings and on School Grounds 

 7435 Alcoholic Beverages on School Premises 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

9 | P a g e     October 3, 2023  Caucus Meeting  
 

           

 

XVI. FINANCE/FACILITIES 
Chair – Timothy Antisz 
Members –Sean White, Carlos Garay, Alt.: Laura Giacobbe 

 
 The Superintendent recommends: 
 

BI-MONTHLY DISBURSEMENTS: 
 

1. Motion to approve the following Bills List disbursements through October 3, 2023, as indicated: 
 

 OPERATING ACCOUNTS OCTOBER 3, 2023 

General Fund - 10 $299,533.58 

Special Revenue Fund - 20 $528,697.93 

Capital Projects Fund - 30 $208,051.47 

Debt Service Fund - 40 $0 

Food Services Fund - 60 $0 

Trust & Agency Fund - 90 $1,205,903.98 

Grand Total $2,242,186.96 

MONTHLY TREASURER/SECRETARY/BUDGET TRANSFER REPORTS: 

2. Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of June, 2023.  
 

3. Motion to approve the Board Secretary’s Report for the month of June, 2023. 
 

4. Motion to approve Budget Transfers through June 30, 2023. 
 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS: 
 

5. Motion to approve Change Order #01 for Panoramic Window & Door Systems, Inc. to adjust the 
Project Milestone previously submitted on July 25, 2023 with the Recovery Schedule, pending 
attorney approval.  In the event that an agreement is not made by the attorneys, this change 
order will be voided and replaced with another.  
 

6. Motion to approve Change Order #01 for Pravco, Inc. to allow Credit for remaining General 
Allowance and Credit for Asbestos testing, Asphalt Sidewalk Damages, and Welded Edges. 
The Contract Sum will be decreased by this Change Order in the amount of: $105,705.34.  
 

7. Motion to approve payment #08 for AVCO Construction, Inc. in the amount of $528,697.93 for 
the Unit Ventilator Replacement Project at Roosevelt Elementary School.  

 
8. Motion to approve payment #06 for TSUJ Corporation in the amount of $104,923.68 for the 

Electrical and Distribution Upgrades at (5) of the following schools: Rahway 7th & 8th Grade 
Academy, Franklin Elementary School, Grover Cleveland Elementary School, Madison 
Elementary School, and Roosevelt Elementary School.  
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9. Motion to approve payment #013 for Open Systems, Inc. in the amount of $81,941.32 for the PA 
Messaging System & Clock Upgrades at (6) of the following schools: Rahway High School, 
Rahway 7th & 8th Grade Academy, Franklin Elementary School, Grover Cleveland Elementary 
School, Madison Elementary School, and Roosevelt Elementary School.  
 

CONTRACTED SERVICES: 
 

10. Motion to approve the contract for the 2023-2024 school year for the routes listed below: 

Villani Bus, Linden, NJ  
    

  
2023-2024 

 
2022-2023 

 Route Destination Cost   Cost $ Increase 

ATH-2 Athletic Transportation: 
    

 
Charge for up to 3 hours  $          593.33     $         (560.49) $   32.84 

 
Trips over 3 hours Add'l   $          134.86     $         (127.39) $    7.47 

 
$ 127.39 per hour           

 

      

      UCESC 
     

   
2023/2024 

  Route 
 

Destination Cost/Diem Aide/Diem Total Cost 

CS235 Special Education RA/RHS $677.49  $68.81  $746.30 

      CS231 Special Education RA $426.13  $48.54 $474.67 

   
  

  CS494 Bilingual FRANKLIN $368.78  $42.49  $411.27 

 
 

OTHER: 
 

11. Motion to accept the donation of tickets, by DJ Drewski, to a Halloween Concert at the Union 
County Performing Arts Center on October 29, 2023, to be distributed by Rahway High School in 
accordance with plan developed by the High School Administration. 

 
12. Motion to declare the following item(s) as surplus and to allow the Business Administrator to 

dispose of same as per Board Policy 3260/3270: 
 
Textbooks 
Math in Focus Course 1- A, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 978-0-547-56012-0, 81 copies 
Math in Focus Course 1- B, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 978-0-547-55936-0, 94 copies 
 
Equipment 
A 3-door, upright freezer, Inventory tag # GASB34 located at Franklin School.  
The freezer is beyond repair.  
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 

 

13. Motion to approve the following Board Member Professional Development:  

Name  Location Title Dates Fee(s) Travel  

Toma, Joseph 

 

Crowne Plaza, 
Englewood, NJ 

NJSBA 
 Leadership Conference Series: 
“Everyone Moving Forward 
Together!” 11/17/23 $135.00 $0.00 

Robson, Bernie 

 

Crowne Plaza, 
Englewood, NJ 

NJSBA 
 Leadership Conference Series: 
“Everyone Moving Forward 
Together!” 11/17/23 $135.00 $0.00 

14. Motion to approve the following Staff Member Professional Development:  

Name  Location Title Dates Fee(s) Travel  

Fried, Stephen 
 

Virtual 
NJCPA  
Advanced Management Skills 10/18/23 $261.00 $0.00 

 
 

XVII. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Note on public comment at BOE meetings: Board Policy #1120, adopted on December 20, 2016, 
provides for public participation in Board of Education meetings. Such participation is governed 
by the following rules: 
 
1. A participant must be recognized by the presiding officer and must preface comments by an 

announcement of his/her name, address, and group affiliation, if applicable; 
2. According to BOE policy, each statement made by a participant shall be limited to three 

minutes’ duration. If necessary, the presiding officer may extend the limit to five minutes; 
3. No participant may speak more than once on the same topic until all others who wish to 

speak on that topic have been heard; 
4. All statements, questions, or inquiries shall be directed to the presiding officer and any 

questions or inquiries directed by a participant to another Board member shall be redirected 
to the presiding officer who shall determine if such statement, question, or inquiry shall be 
addressed by the presiding officer on behalf of the Board; 

5. The Board will not receive printed materials from the public during public meetings. The 
public may submit printed materials by addressing them to the Board Secretary, Rahway 
Board of Education, PO Box 1024, Rahway, NJ 07065; 

6. Public participation at board meetings is intended to allow individual members of the public 
to address the Board on issues of public concern.  The public comment period is an 
opportunity for the Board to listen to citizen concerns, but not to debate issues or enter into 
a question-and-answer session or a “cross examination” between the public and individual 
members.  While all comments made by the public will be taken under advisement, the 
Board will not respond to comments made by the public. 

 
 
XVIII.      GENERAL BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
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IX.      BOARD MEETING DATES        

 Regular Meeting:  Tuesday, October 17, 2023    6:00 p.m. Executive, 7:00 p.m. Public Session 
  
 
XX.      ADJOURNMENT   

Motion to adjourn the meeting. 



The Food Service Program in 
Rahway Schools

Presented by:
Mark Vidovich, President



● National Farm to School
● Expanded Vegetarian/Vegan Choices
● Flavors Across America
● Flavors Around the World

Accomplishments:



Menu



Farm Stand



★ Arepa with Shredded Chicken
★ Beef Empanadas
★ Beef Nachos
★ Pollo Saltado
★ Sweet Potato, Corn & Black Bean Nachos

Diverse Offerings



Promotions: Foods Across America
     Baja Fish Tacos

Waffle Day

Freshly Made
Mozzarella with 

Local Basil 
coming soon



● Awarded $18,000 in Equipment Grants
● New Griddle at Middle School
● Homemade Soups (coming soon)
● Panini Press at High School

Goals and Objectives



● Parent Opening Newsletter
● Back to School Night
● Student Advisory Board
● Principal/Superintendent Report Cards

Community Feedback
























































